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council of the king and assisted him in justice. That this
happened was largely due to the weakness and the limitations
of royal authority. At the same time, it had its advantages.
The king was released from dependence on his greater vassals,
and an official class was created which was wholly dependent
on the king. There was the nucleus of administrative
machinery ready for the time when the monarchy should
re-establish itself in France. It proved, at any rate, an
asset in the future.
The	At the time there was a still further development, which
Proved to be anYthing but satisfactory. The household
officials, familiar in Merovingian and Carolingian times, had
come into notice again. There were four great officers—the
chamberlain or treasurer, the seneschal (who was usually at
the head of the king's troops), the butler, and the constable.
A fifth, the chancellor, who drafted the acts of State, the
royal charters, was at present inferior in dignity, since the
charters dealt with matters relatively so unimportant. The
four great officers played the leading part among the palatini,
and came to have a controlling influence upon affairs, to be,
as it were, royal ministers of State. So these positions were
coveted by the greater vassals of the domain, and soon it
came about that certain families, especially the Garlandes
and Rocheforts, had almost a monopoly of office. Philip,
partly through weakness, partly through indolence, allowed
this natural feudal tendency to develop; the great offices
in this way were no longer completely at his disposal. As
far as justice was concerned, the royal writ did not extend
usually beyond the domain, where alone he could control the
local government. His chief officials here were provosts, who
represented him in justice and were responsible for collecting
the royal dues. They were to increase in importance later,
when the domain increased in extent; but at present, since
the central government was concerned mainly with the
domain alone, the local officials held a very subordinate
position.
^ bri8?n£-      Now though Philip was careful not to alienate the domain
domaL°    e ky grants of land and managed even to make some additions,
and though it was geographically something of a compact
whole, it was lacking in political cohesion.   A number of
petty nobles had got seignorial rights and had secured them-

